
EU Green Public Procurement 
Policy – what’s new? 

Brussels/Vienna, 5th October 2011 

European Commission 

Environment Directorate-General  

Robert Kaukewitsch 



Communication on Public Procurement for a 
Better Environment, 2008 

 Political target: 50 % of tendering procedures to 

be green by 2010 

 Common EU GPP criteria for priority products / 

services 

 Legal/ Operational guidance: GPP Training Toolkit 

 Monitoring  

 GPP National Action  

 Plans 



How much GPP is being done in the EU? 

- 2008 study: 50% target more or less achieved in the 7 most 

advanced Member States for 10 product and service groups 

- 2010 study: About one in five public authorities in Europe 

today includes environmental requirements in over half their 

procurement contracts 

- Netherlands 2011: 99.8% of public procurement at national 

level in 2010 was green (target: 100%), provinces: 96% 

(target: 50%), municipalities 86 to 90% (target: 75%). 

- European Commission Study going on right now 

http://www.ceps.eu/GPP_Project – please take part! 

http://www.ceps.eu/GPP_Project


GPP is voluntary… 
with some exceptions 

- Energy Star Regulation (2008): obligation for central 
government  to buy office equipment at least as efficient as the 
energy star   

- Clean Vehicles Directive (2009) obligation for public 
authorities to buy only environmental friendly vehicles (taking 
at least CO2, PM10, NOx and NMHC), life cycle tool! 

- Energy Efficiency Directive Proposal (Juni 2011): 

*Purchase of products of the highest energy class and IT equipment at 
least as efficient as the energy star 

* Purchase and rent buildings with high energy efficiency performance  

* Annual renovation target of 3% for public buildings above 250 m² 
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18+ EU GPP Criteria 

 Construction, Electricity*, Cleaning Products and Services*, 
Textiles*, Food and Catering services*, Furniture*, Office IT 
equipment*, Paper*, Gardening Products and Devices*, 
Transport* 

 Windows, Thermal insulation, Wall Panels, Hard floor 
coverings*, Cogenerations (CHP), Road construction and 
traffic signs*, Street lighting and traffic signals*, Mobile 
phones* (*=update 2011) 

 New in 2011: Indoor Lighting and Tissue Paper 

 New in 2012: Imaging Equipment, Buildings, Heating 
Systems, Taps and Showerheads, Toilets  

 Criteria also under development for Electrical Medical 
Equipment (SEMCo) 



Two levels of criteria 

Core criteria: address the key environmental impacts, 
designed to be used with minimum additional verification 
effort or cost increases.  

Comprehensive criteria: to purchase the best 
environmental products available on the market, 
possibly requiring additional verification efforts or a slight 
increase in cost compared to other products with the 
same functionality.  

GPP criteria are largely based on standard Type I 
ecolabels 

 

 

 

 

 





The benefits of GPP 

  

-  The City of Vienna saved €44.4 million and over 100,000 
tonnes of CO2 between 2004 and 2007, through its EcoBuy 
programme.  

-  The Dutch government estimates its GPP policy saves 3 
million tonnes of CO2, 3.6 kilo-tonnes of nitrogen oxides 
and 81 tonnes of particulate matter every year. It believes a 
quarter of the Netherlands’ goal of a 30% CO2 emissions cut 
by 2020 could be met through GPP. 

-  £40.7 million (€47.2 million) could be saved in the UK if 
proposed GPP furniture criteria are applied according to a 
cost-benefit analysis which monetarised the potential 
impacts.  



Available sources on GPP 

-   HELP DESK : gpp@biois.com (in EN, FR, DE only) 

-   Newsletter (please sign up!) 

- GPP website of the European Commission:  

 * Buying Green Handbook  

 * Further information on the legal and policy background for GPP 

 * The full sets of EU GPP criteria and background reports, as well as 
 information on the criteria-setting process 

 * Information on National Action Plans for GPP  

 * Studies, projects, networks and organisations relevant to GPP 

 * A list of FAQs and glossary of key term 

 * News and upcoming events 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/gpp/pdf/int.pdf


GPP webpage 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm 



OUTLOOK 

• Modernisation of public procurement directives (proposals 

late 2011/early 2012) with impact on GPP 

• SCP review in 2012: GPP a part of it 

– New overall targets? 

– More obligations? 

– More product and service criteria? 

– Will GPP become SPP? 

– Monitoring? 
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